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How to find what schools are in your area @

If you would like information about:

This booklet gives e ools in Bedfordshi
advice about looking at  admissions to sc oo.s in Bedfordshire;
« the transfer process; or

schools when you need » which schools serve your local area,
to choose a school for
your child.

you can contact the Schools Admission Service.

School Admissions Service
Contact Details
Introduction

Address
Schools Admission Service
Bedfordshire County Council
Cauldwell Street
Bedford MK42 9AP

Deciding which school you would prefer your child to go to
is an important decision for any parent/carer.

If your child has special educational needs, there are extra
things you will want to think about. Email
admissions@bedscc.gov.uk

Website
www.bedfordshire.gov.uk

Phone
Telephone lines are open:
11.00am—-12.00noon each morning, and
2.00pm-5.00pm Monday to Thursday,
2.00pm—4.30pm on Friday.

Phone any of the following numbers:
01234 228140
01234 228179
01234 228878

01234 228593
01234 228987

Children from Westfield
Middle School, Bedford
drew the illustrations in
this series of leaflets.

Fax
01234 228846.




@ Before you visit the school

What you can do before visiting the school

All schools have to produce a school prospectus or brochure.
It might help you to ask for a copy and to read through this
before you visit the school.

You could also ask for:

o the most recent Governors’ Annual Report to Parents;
« the school’s Special Educational Needs Policy;

« other policies, such as the Behaviour or Bullying Policy;

» the OFSTED Inspectors’ report on the school (you can also
get this from the OFSTED website: www.ofsted.gov.uk).

Reading through this information will give you an idea of
what the school is like and help you think of things you
want to find out more about.

This booklet will not tell

Remember you everything you need
to know. It is a good idea

to visit the school.

Arranging a visit to the school

Once you have a list of possible schools, contact them to
make an appointment.

When your child is ready to move to lower, middle or
upper school, the school will send you information about
open evenings for parents/carers and children in the
autumn term.

Schools are busy places and it is a good idea to ask who you
will meet at the schools and how much time they will be
able to spend with you. It would be a good idea to ask to
see the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo)
when you visit.

Think carefully about whether you want to take your
child with you on the first visit (you could discuss this
with the school).

Decide if you want to take someone along with you, such
as a friend or relative. This can be helpful, to talk through
your view of the school after the visit.

You may find it useful to have a quided tour of the school.
You will get a better feel for the school if you can do this in
school hours when the children are there.




Questions you might find useful

Here are some questions you might want to ask.

How many pupils will be in my child’s class?

What will the school do to make sure that all staff know
about my child’s individual needs?

How does the school arrange extra support for children
who need it?

How will the school involve me in planning for my
child’s needs?

How will the school help the other children to
understand my child’s needs?

How will the school help my child to settle into school
and to make friends?

How will the school keep me up to date about what is
happening in school?

How does the school help children to learn how to
behave and help them to make school a happy place?
How does the school deal with bullying?

How will the school make sure my child has the chance to
take part in all areas of the curriculum?

What extra activities and clubs are there during
lunchtime and after school?

What happens at break times and lunch times; are there
any games and/or facilities for the children to use?

If you have older children, you might like to find out:

what languages your child can learn;

how the school organises classes — whether they put the
children in sets according to their ability (particularly

in English and maths);

what IT facilities there are — how many computer rooms
there are and whether there are enough computers for
every child in the class.

You may also think of other things that are important to
you and your family. If you are going to visit more than
one school you might want to jot down some notes to help
you remember.

If you need the information in
this leaflet in another language
or in a special format, such

as braille, large print or
audio-cassette, please contact
us at the address below.

Ky botim jep t& dhéna pér
prindérit g€ kané fémijé me
nevoja té veganta mésimore.
Eshté pérgatitur nga
Shérbimi i Partneritetit t&
Prindérve (Parent
Partnership Service). Ky
shérbim i ofron prindérve
pérkrahje t& besueshme dhe
té paanéshme. Nése kéto t&
dhéna ose késhilla ju
nevojiten né gjuhén amtare,
ju lutemi t€ na kontaktoni né
adresén e méposhtme.
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Cette publication offre des
informations aux parents
d’enfants qui ont des besoins
particuliers en matiére
d’éducation. Elle est publiée
par le Parent Partnership
Service. Ce service offre un
soutien confidentiel et
impartial aux parents. Sivous
souhaitez recevoir ces
informations ou des conseils
dans votre propre langue,
veuillez nous contacter a
I'adresse reprise ci-aprées.
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Questa pubblicazione
informativa & rivolta ai
genitori di bambini con
necessita educative speciali.
Essa ¢ prodotta dal Parent
Partnership Service, ente che
offre sostegno ai genitori
ispirandosi a criteri di
riservatezza e imparzialita.
Se desiderate ricevere
informazioni o consigli nella
vostra lingua, potete
contattarci all'indirizzo
sottostante.
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Niniejsza publikacja zawiera
informacje kierowane do
rodzicéw dzieci o specjalnych
potrzebach edukacyjnych.
Zostala przygotowana przez
serwis partnerstwa rodzicow.
Oferuje on poufng oraz
bezstronng pomoc dla
rodzicow. Jezeli potrzebujesz
informacji lub porady we
wlasnym jezyku, prosimy o
skontaktowanie sie z nami
pod adresem podanym
ponizej.
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The Parent Partnership Service
Westfield Middle School

Queens Park
Bedford
MK40 4HW

Tel: (01234) 316353
Fax: (01234) 316352
Email: parent.partnership@bedscc.gov.uk
Web: www.bedfordshire.gov.uk/parentp




