
son, how she was going to deal with this and that
it was not acceptable and would not be

allowed.  This gave my son and me
confidence.

Vicky’s standard of teaching is
outstanding and she advises
mainstream school teachers too if any
problems crop up during integration.
I see my son get up in the morning
and look forward to school every day.

I know from past experiences that this is
often not the case for our AS kids.  I’m

lucky – I have a very happy child who
would sooner go to school than stay off!  This

is down to Vicky (and the other staff at the
school) who have worked really hard to make it work.

It doesn’t cost any more money to have the right attitude
but it does make a world of difference to the AS child
and their parent if the teacher knows what they are
doing and cares – and that is all we want.”

… putting you in the picture
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Dot McDowell of Asperger Bedfordshire has
sent us news of the National Autistic
Society’s campaign called “Make school
make sense”.  She has nominated
local teacher, Vicky Nightingale (of
the Mark Rutherford Autistic
Spectrum Disorder provision) for a
hero’s award in this campaign
because Vicky has helped Dot’s
son enjoy school.  She writes:

“Vicky is one of those teachers who
makes you feel like she treats the
children like ‘one of her own’, who will
fight for them and truly cares for them
above and beyond the call of duty.  She goes
the extra mile and then some.  For example, no
worry is too small to tell her and no problem too big for
her to solve.  At the first sign of bullying, Vicky stopped it
dead by a stern talk to the bully followed by action from
the Head.  Vicky explained at every step, to me and my

Vicky’s a hero!

Dr Yemula, consultant paediatrician, has
just finished producing a booklet called,
“ADHD: A Guide for Schools In
Bedfordshire”.  The booklet is being sent
to schools in Bedfordshire but is not
readily available for others yet.

Do you remember an article about
useful books in our summer 2005
newsletter?  We have since been in
contact with Beds Library Service,
to discuss with them the stocking of
books on SEN so that these are
accessible to parents.  We will
suggest the ones we are aware of
to the Library Service.  

We would also appreciate you
letting us know any titles you have
enjoyed and found useful, so that
we can pass the details on to the
Library Service.

Useful books

Vicky Nightingale



The jargon buster
The next section of jargon-busting explanations taken
from our leaflet, Understanding the Jargon covering the
letters P – T

Proposed Statement
(Sometimes called the Draft
Statement) – the initial statement
that the Local Authority sends to
parents for comments.

School Action
When a teacher identifies that a
child has special educational needs
and plans activities that are extra,
or different from those that are part
of the school’s usual curriculum.
The school will usually write an IEP
(Individual Education Plan).

School Action Plus
When outside specialists provide the
Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator and teacher with advice
or support.

SEN
Special Educational Needs.

SENCo
Special Educational Needs
Coordinator.

SEN Governor
Governor of a school who is
responsible for special needs
provision.

SEN register
Record of pupils that a school has
identified as having special
educational needs.

SENDIST
Special Educational Needs and
Disability Tribunal – an independent
body that hears appeals against
decisions that the Local Authority
makes.

SLD
Severe Learning Difficulties.

SpLD
Specific Learning Difficulties.

Social Worker
A person employed by the County
Council who works with children and
their families by assessing and
planning how to meet their needs.

Statement of Special 
Educational Needs
A document produced by the
Assessment and Monitoring Team of
the Local Authority for children with
significant learning difficulties.  It sets
out a child’s special educational needs,
and what will be provided to meet
these needs.

Statutory Assessment
A very detailed examination of a
child’s special educational needs 
co-ordinated by the Local Authority.

Transition Plan
The school will draw up a Transition
Plan at the first Annual Review after
your child’s 14th birthday.  This plan
should draw together information from
a range of people in and outside
school, to plan for the young person’s
transition to adult life.

Reference Group
We would like to set up a Reference Group of parents who would be willing to help us.  This could be by taking part in 
consultations and/or by looking at information we are preparing for parents.  If you are able to help us, please fill in this 
form and send it to the address on the back page of the newsletter. We pay 30p per mile for travel costs.

Your name (please print)

Your address (please include postcode): 

Tel. no: Email: 

Please give the year group(s) for your child(ren):  

Does your child have SEN?  If ‘YES’ is your child at Early Years/School Action, Action Plus or has he/she got a Statement?



We are in the middle of training
Independent Parental Supporters as this
newsletter goes to print.  The current
volunteers whom we trained last year and
the year before have been doing a fantastic
job of supporting parents through statutory
assessment and annual reviews, helping
parents choose schools or going with
parents to meetings at school.  

To give you some idea of the work they
have done, we have added up the hours
they have spent supporting parents and
have found that they have given over one
hundred hours in all.  Over and above this,
they have invested many hours in follow-up
training with the PPS.

Independent Parental Supporter training

Some of our independent parental supporters

We have also been producing an 
addition to our selection of booklets for
parents and schools.  The latest booklet
is called IEPs.  Please phone if you’d
like a copy.  They will be available to
schools in the SENCo pack which is sent
to each school every year.  If you have
never seen this pack in your school, ask
your SENCo if you may have a look.
We intend SENCos to give individual
booklets to parents and then to let us
know if they need more copies.

New Leaflet
The Special Educational Needs Code of
Practice describes the IEP in section
5:50 as follows:

“The IEP should include 
information about:

• the short term targets set for or by 
the child;

• the teaching strategies to be used;
• the provision to be put in place;
• when the plan is to be reviewed;
• success and/or exit criteria;
• outcomes (to be recorded when the 

IEP is reviewed)

The IEP should only record that which
is additional to or different from the
differentiated curriculum plan, which is
in place as part of provision for all
children.  The IEP
should be crisply 
written and focus on
three or four
individual targets
chosen from those

relating to the key areas of
communication, literacy, mathematics,
and behaviour and social skills that
match the child’s needs.  The IEP
should be discussed with the child
and the parents.”

The Code continues in 5:53 to say
that “IEPs should be reviewed at least
twice a year.  Ideally they should be
reviewed termly, or possibly more
frequently for some children.”

IEPs should be written and used as a
working document for all children
with a Statement or at Early Years
Action and Action Plus and School
Action and Action Plus.

I E Ps
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www.bedfordshire.gov.uk/parentp

Ann Baily, Parent Partnership Co-ordinator

Elaine Taylor,Administrator

Ruth Kerr, Parent Partnership Officer

Adele Norman, Parent Partnership Officer

Team 
transfer
news!  
We have just recruited Jo Maule,
as the first Parent Partnership
School Transfer Adviser in
Bedfordshire.  

Jo will be helping parents to 
keep “on the ball” through the 
difficult process of school transfers.  
We hope she will join the team 
shortly and will give you more 
information in the next newsletter.

The Assessment and Monitoring Team
are now taking calls from parents
through one number which is 
01234 228292.  When you phone this
number you will be transferred to the
member of staff with whom you would
like to speak.

Website
You can download Parent Partnership
Service information from the 
www.bedfordshire.gov.uk site.  
You need to select “Education” from the
list of green boxes at the top left hand
of the home page.  Then select Parent
Partnership from the middle blue Parent
Zone menu.

We have an important role in talking
to the Local Authority about services
and the common concerns of parents.
We organise Local Parent Forums in
three different places each term, as a
way of finding out these common
concerns.  The next Local Parent
Forums are as follows:
Bedford: on Tuesdays 16 January, 8
May 2007 at Westfield Middle School
Biggleswade: on Fridays 2 February,
25 May 2007 at the Lawns Early
Excellence Centre
Dunstable: on Mondays 29 January,
30 April 2007 at the Salvation 
Army Centre.

If you’d like more details, please
‘phone us on 01234 316353.

Incontinence
help
ERIC (Education and Resources for
Improving Childhood Continence) is a
charity based in Bristol.  They offer a
helpline from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm
on weekdays (0845 3708008).  They
also have a range of publications and
practical resources/products.  You can
download a catalogue from
www.eric.org.uk or visit the shop on
www.ericshop.org.uk

ADHD 
support
Did you know that a free support
group for parents of children
with ADHD now meets at the
Child Development Centre, on
Hill Rise, Kempston?  

The group will meet on the first
Tuesday of every month between
1.00 and 3.15 pm, the next
meetings being on 7 November,
5 December, 9 January and 6
February.  Sharon Fuccillo has
formed the group and you can
contact her on 01234 857678
or 07759 037880.

Local Parent
Forums

Assessment and
Monitoring

Jo Maule


